
HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 
 MINUTES of the meeting of the DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE held in the Civic Suite, Pathfinder House, St Mary's 
Street, Huntingdon PE29 3TN on Monday, 22 January 2018. 

   
 PRESENT: Councillor E R Butler – Chairman. 
   
  Councillors J D Ablewhite, C E Bober, 

P L E Bucknell, R C Carter, Mrs S Conboy, 
J E Corley, D B Dew, M Francis, R Fuller, 
I D Gardener, P D Reeve, L R Swain, 
R G Tuplin and R J West. 

   
 APOLOGY: An apology for absence from the meeting 

was submitted on behalf of Councillor 
J P Morris. 

   
 
 

61. MINUTES   
 

 The Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 18th December 
2018 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

62. MEMBERS' INTERESTS   
 

 Councillor I D Gardener declared a non-statutory disclosable interest 
in Minute No 65 (c) by virtue of the fact that the application related to 
the Ward he represented. 
 
Councillor R G Tuplin declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in 
Minute No 65 (a) by virtue of the fact that the application related to the 
Ward he represented. 
 
Councillor R G Tuplin also declared a non-statutory disclosable 
interest in Minute No 66 by virtue of the fact that the item related to 
the Ward he represented. 
 
Councillor C E Bober declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in 
Minute No 65 (c) by virtue of the fact that the application related to the 
Ward he represented. 
 
Councillor J E Corley declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in 
Minute No 65 (c) by virtue of the fact that the application related to the 
Ward he represented. 
 

63. VARIATION OF CONDITION 2 AND 3 FROM APPLICATION 
17/01247/HHFUL - ALTERATION TO ROOF DESIGN AND 
EXTERNAL MATERIALS - 57 SAPLEY ROAD, HARTFORD, 
HUNTINGDON - 17/02189/S73   

 
 Consideration was given to a report by the Head of Development (a 

copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) recommending 
approval of an application to vary condition2 and condition 3 of 



17/01247/HHFUL. The application had been referred to the 
Committee because one of the applicants was as employee of the 
Council. On the grounds that the changes were considered to be 
compliant with the relevant national and local policy, it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the application be approved subject to conditions to be 

approved by the Head of Development to include those listed 
in paragraph 8 of the report now submitted. 

 

64. CORPORATE ENFORCEMENT POLICY   
 

 With the aid of a report by the Head of Community (a copy of which is 
appended in the Minute Book) the Committee gave consideration to 
proposed terms of a Corporate Enforcement Policy. The Policy would 
apply to regulatory services with the Community Services and 
Development Services sections and identified the other organisations 
to which the Council would refer some enforcement matters. 
 
Having been acquainted with the deliberations of the Overview and 
Scrutiny Panel (Communities and Environment), Members stressed 
the importance of the Cambridgeshire District Councils working in 
partnership to achieve consistent enforcement standards. It was 
pointed out that the different political contexts at the other Districts 
meant their priorities differed, however they had all signed the 
enforcement concordat. The Policy would be shared with the 
Council’s Shared Service partners. 
 
In response to a question by a Member, it was confirmed that all 
potential courses of enforcement action would be accounted for in the 
Policy. The aim was to resolve matters as quickly and simply as 
possible. Following a further question by a Member on resourcing of 
the Policy, the Committee was informed that the Policy was intended 
to set down the current level of enforcement so no additional 
resources would be required. The Policy would enable better 
decisions to be taken on future changes to enforcement activities. 
 
It was suggested that the Policy should include timescales in which it 
could be expected that enforcement action would be completed. 
Examples and flowcharts for various enforcement processes would 
be added to the Policy. It was further suggested that monitoring of 
processes, effectiveness and timescales of activities covered by the 
Policy should be undertaken and reported to Members. Members 
were informed that the Policy would inform Officers’ performance 
targets and future reviews of the Corporate Plan. In addition, from 
April Officers would be working with colleagues at other 
Cambridgeshire authorities, including sharing best practice, learning 
from experience and ensuring common approaches were taken 
where action crossed boundaries. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that subject to the comments made, the Corporate 

Enforcement Policy be endorsed. 
 



65. APPLICATIONS REQUIRING REFERENCE TO DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   

 
 The Planning Service Manager (Development Management) 

submitted reports (copies of which are appended in the Minute Book) 
on applications for development to be determined by the Committee. 
Members were advised of further representations, which had been 
received since the reports had been prepared. Whereupon, it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 

 (a) Residential development comprising 16 new homes - 
Land Between St Andrews Way and Chapel End, Sawtry 
- 17/00927/FUL   

 
  (Councillor D M Tysoe, Ward Member, Councillor S Bywater, 

Cambridgeshire County Council, Mrs R Gibson and Mr D 
Perry, objectors, and Mr J Browning, applicant, addressed 
the Committee on the application). 
 
(See Minute No. 62 for Members’ interests). 
 
that, contrary to the recommendation, the application be 
refused because the proposed development would introduce 
a dense, highly urbanised form of development on the edge 
of the village. A total of 16 dwellings on site, by virtue of their 
scale and proximity to each other would represent an abrupt 
hard edge which would cause significant harm to the visual 
amenity of the semi-rural setting of this part of Sawtry, and 
would not provide the necessary transition between the 
permitted development to the south and the loose knit 
development and countryside to the northwest and northeast 
respectively.  The proposal is therefore contrary to policies 
EN25 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan (1995), HL5 of the 
Huntingdonshire Local Plan Alteration (2002), CS1 of the 
Huntingdonshire Core Strategy (2009),  LP2, LP12, LP13 
and LP14 of the  Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036: 
Proposed Submission 2017, and the overarching aims of 
requiring good design as outlined under section 7 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 
 
It is accepted that the delivery of 9 additional (over and 
above those already approved) market and affordable 
homes and the financial benefits attributed to construction 
spend, future resident spend and future local tax receipts 
would provide moderate social and economic gains. 
Notwithstanding this, the proposal, when assessed against 
the three dimensions of sustainable development fails to 
deliver sustainable development because the significant 
harm of permitting this development would significantly and 
demonstrably outweigh the benefits of permitting the 
development when assessed against the cited policies and 
the NPPF taken as a whole. 
 
Notwithstanding the reason above, in the absence of a 
signed Section 106 planning agreement the proposal would 
not provide affordable housing at the policy compliant 



proportion or contribute to the cost of providing formal open 
space or maintaining informal green space and providing 
wheeled bins for refuse, recycling and garden waste 
disposal.  As such the proposal is contrary to paragraphs 50, 
203 and 204 of the NPPF, policy CS10 of the Core Strategy 
2009, policy OB2 of the Local Plan 2002 Alteration, policy 
LP4 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036: Proposed 
Submission 2017 and the Developer Contributions SPD 
2011.  This reason for refusal is capable of being satisfied by 
submission of a signed Section 106 planning agreement that 
satisfactorily contributes to the infrastructure referred to in 
this reason for refusal. 
 
 
 
 
At 8.30pm the meeting was adjourned. 
 
At 8.35pm the meeting resumed. 
 

 (b) Change of use of part orchard, laying of associated hard 
standing, and demolition of existing barns to provide 
three additional Gypsy/Traveller mobile homes, erection 
of new washroom facilities and retention of play area - 
Hilltop Orchard, St Ives Road, Somersham  - 
17/00017/FUL   

 
  that the application be approved subject to conditions to be 

approved by the Head of Development to include those 
listed in paragraph 8 of the report now submitted. 
 

 (c) Conversion of a Former Chapel to 2x 3 Bedroom 
Dwellings - 20B High Street St Neots - 17/01446/FUL   

 
  (See Minute No. 62 for Members’ interests). 

 
that, subject to the completion of a Unilateral Undertaking for 
the provision of wheeled refuse bins, the Head of 
Development be authorised to approve the application 
subject to conditions to include those listed in paragraph 8 of 
the report now submitted. 
 

 (d) Extension to 2 bedroom dwelling to form a 4 bedroom 
dwelling with garage and associated landscaping – the 
Stables, 118 Thrapston Road, Brampton - 17/01651/FUL   

 
  (Councillor J Chitty, Brampton Parish Council, addressed the 

Committee on the application). 
 
that the application be approved subject to conditions to be 
approved by the Head of Development to include those 
listed in paragraph 8 of the report now submitted. 
 

 (e) Proposed new 3 bed dwelling - 25 Wellsfield, Huntingdon 
- 17/00886/FUL   

 
  that subject to the completion of a Unilateral Undertaking for 



the provision of wheeled refuse bins, the Head of 
Development be authorised to approve the application 
subject to conditions to include those listed in paragraph 8 of 
the report now submitted. 
 

66. DIVERSION OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY - PART OF PUBLIC 
FOOTPATH 23, SAWTRY AND PART OF PUBLIC FOOTPATH, 
SAWTRY - TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
(SECTION 257)   

 
 (See Minute No. 62 for Members’ interests). 

 
Consideration was given to a report by the Head of Development (a 
copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) recommending that 
formal procedures are commenced to divert part of Public Footpath 
Nos 23 and 23, Sawtry. Having received an explanation of the 
procedures available for diverting footpaths under the Highways Act 
and the Town and Country Planning Act and the reasons for using the 
latter, it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the appropriate Orders be made under section 257 of the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the diversion of part 
on Public Footpath No. 23 and part of Public Footpath No. 26 
Sawtry. 

 

67. PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE COUNCIL'S SCHEME OF 
DELEGATION   

 
 Consideration was given to a report by the Planning Service Manager 

(Development Management) recommending changes to the 
Development Management Committee’s Scheme of Delegation. The 
main change was to delegate to Officers final decisions on 
applications proposing one dwelling outside a conservation area 
unless the application was called in during an extended period by a 
Ward Councillor. Other minor changes also were recommended. A 
copy of the report is appended in the Minute Book. 
 
Members were informed that virtually all such decisions in the last 27 
months would have produced the same outcome if they had been 
determined by Officers instead of being referred to the Committee 
and the changes would enable the Development section to be more 
efficient and effective. In addition, the Committee would be better able 
to focus on strategic developments. 
 
In response to a comment that the Council would need to alert Ward 
Members to applications, it was stated that all applications were 
included in the weekly Planning Register, which was sent to 
Members. All Members would need to be proactive in assessing 
applications in their Wards and liaise closely with Case Officers. 
Training and a briefing note would be provided for this purpose. All 
town and parish council’s would be formally notified of the changes. 
 
Having noted that the new arrangements would be monitored and that 
investigations would be undertaken into the scope for greater use of 
technology to be made during the planning process, it was 



 
RESOLVED 
 

a) that final decisions on applications proposing one dwelling 
outside conservation areas be delegated to the Head of 
Development, Development Services Manager 
(Development Management and Policy), Development 
Management Team Leaders and Development 
Management Officers unless the application is called in to 
the Development Management Committee by the Ward 
Councillor within 28 days of the publication of the weekly 
Planning Register of Applications, and  
 

b) that the changes to the Scheme of Delegation contained in 
Appendix 2 to the report now submitted be approved. 

 

68. APPOINTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
REVIEW WORKING GROUP   

 
 RESOLVED 

 
 that a Working Group be established comprising seven 

Members to include the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Executive Councillor together with Councillors nominated by 
Group Leaders to be politically balanced to review and make 
recommendations on the operational processes of the 
Development Management Committee. 

 

69. APPEAL DECISIONS   
 

 The Committee received and noted a report by the Planning Service 
Manager (Development Management), which contained details of 
three recent decisions by the Planning Inspectorate. A copy of the 
report is appended in the Minute Book. 
 
RESOLVED  
 

that the contents of the report be noted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
 
 


